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dioceses. So favourable, indeed, was Maximilian to
Protestantism that probably he himself would have
become Lutheran, and carried the Empire bodily
into the Protestant camp, had he not realised that
by doing so he would destroy the hope (which at
the time he strongly cherished) of succeeding to the
vast monarchy of his most Catholic cousin, Philip n
of Spain.
The apparently imminent triumph of Protestant-
ism in Germany, however, was prevented by the
advent of the Jesuits upon the scene, and by the
resolute activity of the Catholic Duke of Bavaria
and his episcopal brother, Ernest, who ultimately
attained the arch-see of Cologne.   Inspired and led
by them, the Catholic princes, bishops, and abbots
began vigorously to suppress Protestantism in their
territories and to expel Protestants.   They made, too,
strenuous efforts to recover for the Church all lands
secularised since A.D. 1552.    They insisted, more-
over, on the strict observance of the law respecting
reservations, and succeeded in removing a number
of renegade ecclesiastics who had become Lutheran
"administrators/   Above all, they strove utterly to
crush Calvinism, which did not enjoy the protec-
tion of the Treaty of Augsburg.    For Calvinism
was the fighting creed of the Reformation.    Its
doctrine of predestination struck at the root of the
whole sacramental system of the Mediaeval Church;
its proclamation of the priesthood of all believers
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